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A 

AS Athena SWAN 

The Athena SWAN Charter aims to advance the 
representation of women in science, technology, 
engineering, medicine and mathematics. Keele 
School of Medicine currently holds a Bronze and is 
working towards Silver. The University holds a Bronze 
award. 

B 

BLS Basic Life Support 
BLS is the level of medical care which is used for 
victims of life-threatening illnesses or injuries until 
they can be given full medical care at a hospital. 

BMA 
British Medical 
Association 

The BMA is the trade union and professional 
association for doctors and medical students in the 
UK. 

BMJ 
British Medical 
Journal 

BMJ is a weekly open-access peer-reviewed medical 
journal. 

C 

CAQR 
Critical Appraisal of 
Qualitative Research 

Year 3 skill and assessment type. 

CARD 
Curriculum Annual 
Review & 
Development 

The University requires each school to complete an 
annual review for each of its principal subjects at 
undergraduate or postgraduate level. 

CBL Case Based Learning Year 3 clinical case based learning (like PBL). 

CCS 
Consolidated Clinical 
Skills 

Year 3 four week GP placement where students 
consolidate their clinical skills in a primary care 
setting.  

CEC 
Clinical Education 
Centre 

A teaching building located at the University Hospital 
of North Staffordshire (UHNS) site. Nursing students 
are also based in this building.  

Cluster 
 

Group of General Practices or group of students in 
Years 3 and 5. Students are taught in cluster groups.  
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Community 
Leadership 
Project / 
Cluster project 

Community Based 
Project in Year 5 

Students spend 15 half days doing a project with a 
community organisation/ charity. This is done during 
the 15 week GP assistantship. 

CTF 
Clinical Teaching 
Fellow 

A clinician who is employed by the University to teach 
in the School’s clinical placements. 

D 

DIP 
Data Interpretation 
Paper 

Year 2 examination paper testing student’s ability to 
use and apply data.  

E 

EE External Examiners 

Professional, well respected academics who work at 
other Medical Schools who advise and guide the 
school regarding examinations to ensure they are 
robust. They open up to external scrutiny the process 
by which assessment materials are developed, 
selected, applied, and how student scores and 
progress decisions are made. 

EIA 
Equality Impact 
Assessments 

A method of reviewing policies and practices within 
the School of Medicine to ensure that we comply with 
the 2010 Equality Act. 

EL Experiential Learning 
A range of teaching sessions where students learn 
through practice and experience.  

EMQ 
Extended Matching 
Questions 

Like MCQs but with a longer list of possible answers 
and typically have approximately 5 questions to each 
list of answers.  
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EPASS 

Enhanced 
Professional and 
Academic Student 
Support 

An academic support mechanism for students who 
have failed assessments. It provides a dedicated tutor 
for students who are experiencing particular 
difficulties with their studies. Referrals to the service 
may be made by Exam Board or in some cases by 
the Year Lead. It is designed to be supportive and 
informal process, giving students the most help 
possible to successfully complete their course. 
Students do not have to declare this engagement to 
the GMC but they do need to declare it as “extra 
support” if asked to do so in their application for 
Foundation jobs.  

(M)ERSG 
(Medical) Education 
Research Strategy 
Group 

MERSG aim to produce an internationally recognised 
portfolio of educational research in understanding and 
changing clinical behaviours. 

Exam Board  
Oversee assessment and examination arrangements, 
agree content of questions, receive reports from 
external examiners and monitor exams.  

F 

F Fail Assessment term. 

FLTC 
Faculty Learning and 
Teaching Committee 

FLTC make recommendations to the ULTC 
(University Learning & Teaching Committee) on:  
Proposals for new taught programmes, significant 
changes to existing taught programmes, taught 
programme withdrawals and the suspension of taught 
programmes within the Faculty. 

Formative 
Developmental 
Assessment 

Assessment that is used to give an opportunity for 
students to practice an assessment and guide further 
development through the provision of comprehensive 
feedback on the learning progress. The score does 
not count to the final mark.  

FSSC 
Financial Staffing 
Strategy Committee 

Reports to the Executive Committee on matters 
concerning School income, expenditure, resource 
allocation and staffing needs and budget. 

FY Foundation Year 

One year preparation course for students who have 
gained the appropriate level of qualifications but are 
missing Chemistry (and Biology). Students who pass, 
progress onto the undergraduate degree.  
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FY1 Foundation Year 1 

Foundation year 1 (F1) enables medical graduates to 
begin to take supervised responsibility for patient care 
and consolidate the skills that they have learned at 
medical school 

FY2 Foundation Year 2 
Foundation year 2 (F2) doctors remain under clinical 
supervision but take on increasing responsibility for 
patient care 

G 

GMC 
General Medical 
Council 

The GMC register doctors to practise medicine in the 
UK. The GMC also hold statutory responsibility for all 
stages of medical education.  

H 

HoS Head of School  

I 

ICD Intercalated Degree 

Medical students take a year out from their degree 
after year 2, 3 or 4 to undertake either an additional 
bachelor or masters level qualification. This adds 
another year to their degree. 

IPE 
Inter Professional 
Education 

Government policy requires providers to demonstrate 
the development of mutual understanding and 
respect between professional groups through shared 
learning and teaching in undergraduate and 
postgraduate medicine across the Faculty of Health.  

IQA Internal Quality Audit 

IQA is an important element of University strategy 
and procedure for assuring itself on the quality of 
learning and teaching opportunities provided to 
students and the standard of its programmes and 
awards. It is a peer review process.  

ISTM 
Institute of Science 
and Technology in 
Medicine 

ISTM is one of the Research Institutes. It aims to 
improve the health of patients by applying knowledge 
gained from basic science to develop insights into the 
causes of diseases and ways of treating them. 
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K 

KCOG 
Keele Campus 
Operational Group 

Operational meeting to review issues arising from 
implementing and running the course.  

KFP Key Feature Problem Assessment used in Year 1-3. 

KLE / 
Blackboard 

Keele Online 
Learning 
Environment 

Online learning environment for students where all 
their lecture notes and materials are found.  

L 

LPDC 
Learning and 
Professional 
Development Centre 

The LPDC support all staff and postgraduate 
researchers in their learning and development  

Ludlow   
Residential base for those students undertaking a GP 
placement in South Shropshire.  

M 

MBChB 
Bachelor of Medicine, 
Bachelor of Surgery 

The undergraduate medical degree. 5 years long.  

MCQ 
Multiple Choice 
Questions 

Assessment used. 

MDU 
Medical Defence 
Union 

Provides professional medical indemnity to healthcare 
professionals. Provides legal support and indemnity 
for clinical negligence claims.  

Mid Staffs  Mid Staffordshire Hospital based in Stafford 

MSF 
Multi Source 
Feedback 

360 degree feedback mechanisms where peers are 
asked to give feedback on students. This is fed back 
to individual students.   

MUL Multi User Labs 
Science labs on top floor of David Weatherall 
building. 

N 

NSS 
National Student 
Survey 

The NSS is a national survey, which has been 
conducted by Ipsos MORI annually since 2005. It 
gathers opinions from mostly final year 
undergraduates on the quality of their courses.  
Rankings of these results are then published. 
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O 

OSCAR 
Objective Structured 
Case Analysis and 
Reflection 

Examination format used in Years 4 which simulates 
clinical cases.  

OSCE 
Objective Structured 
Clinical Examination 

Examination format clinical skills. Used in Years 3 – 
5. 

OSSE 
Objective Structured 
Skills Examination 

Examination format testing skills. Used in Years 1 and 
2.  

P 

PBL 
Problem Based 
Learning 

Student centred way of learning based on learning 
through problem solving. This active learning style 
helps students to develop flexible knowledge, 
problem solving skills, self-directed learning and 
collaboration skills. Working in groups students 
identify what they know, what they need to know and 
how to find this knowledge. This is the style of 
learning used on the UG Keele course.  

PBP 
Publication Based 
Paper 

Year 1 assessments paper assessing students ability 
to understand academic papers. 

PGCC 
Post Graduate 
Course Committee 

The committee concerned with the postgraduate 
courses.  

PPI 
Patient and Public 
Involvement 

Getting patients and the public involved in healthcare.  

R 

RI Research Institute 
There are five RIs at Keele which focus on the 
research side of the University. 

RP Real Patients 
Patients used in teaching and examinations who have 
a real medical condition. 

RSM 
Royal Society of 
Medicine 

British charitable organisation whose main purpose is 
as a provider of medical education, running over 350 
meetings and conferences each year. 

S 

S Satisfactory Assessment term. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
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Satisfactory 
must improve 

 
Borderline students who are in the statistical margin 
of error of the pass mark.  

SATH 
Shrewsbury and 
Telford Hospital  

SCIMS  
Student Course 
Information and 
Module Systems 

SCIMS is a database used across the university to 
manage information on enquirers, applicants and 
students.  

SIFT 
Service Increment for 
Teaching 

SIFT is NHS funding to offset the costs to the NHS of 

providing teaching to undergraduate medical (and 

dental) students, primarily through clinical 

placements. 

SBA Single Best Answer 
Formerly MCQs. Assessment used in Years 1, 2, 3 

and 4. 

SLTC 
School Learning and 
Teaching Committee 

SLTC receive and monitor quality and enhancement 

documentation and material within the School (UG 

and PG).  It provides the portal for any documentation 

that is required by the University in relation to quality 

and enhancement (everything that is sent to FLTC 

must have been seen by SLTC).  

School Exec  
School executive committee which comprises the 
senior members of the School of Medicine.  

SOM School of Medicine  

SOMEC 
School of Medicine 
Ethics Committee 

The scope of SOMEC is to consider and oversee 
good practice in all matters within the School relating 
to; Ethical issues associated with students’ research 
project undertaken as part of a taught UG or PG 
course, ethical issues related to the content or design 
of taught courses and associated teaching activities 
and ethical issues related to staff research in Medical 
Education which involves students and/or staff in the 
School of Medicine. 

SP Simulated Patients 

A simulated patient (SP) is an individual trained to 
role play the part of a patient to help medical students 
and healthcare professionals become more skilled by 
developing their communication and diagnostic 
abilities. 

SPRE 
Staff Performance 
Review and 
Enhancement 

Appraisal system for staff. 

SS Student Support 
The Student Support service aims to provide friendly, 
confidential help to any student who experiences 
particular difficulty during their studies. 
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SSC 
Student Selected 
Component 

During each academic year of the course, students 
are offered a choice of learning experiences to 
provide either exposure to wider areas of clinical 
practice or more specialist clinical knowledge. 

SSLC 
Staff Student Liaison 
Committee 

The SSLC provides a forum for staff and students to 
discuss matters of mutual Interest. 

SSSFT 

South Staffordshire 
and Shropshire 
Healthcare NHS 
Trust  

Mental Health Trust 

SU Student Union 
Represents students as well as being the hub of 
social activity. 

Summative 
End Point 
Assessment 

Assessments that carry a mark and go towards 
students’ final degree.  Used to inform decisions 
about the eligibility of students to proceed to the next 
year of the course and, in the final year, to be 
awarded the MBChB degree.  

T 

ToR Terms of Reference Document outlining committees’ remit 

U 

U Unsatisfactory Assessment term.  

UGCC 
Undergraduate 
Course Committee 

The scope of UGCC is to provide strategic leadership 
for the undergraduate course. Curriculum, 
Assessment, Admissions, Student Professional 
Development and Welfare and Staff/Student Liaison 
Committees report into the Undergraduate Course 
Committee.  

UG Undergraduate 
Post-secondary education (first degree, bachelor’s 
degree) 

UGMS 1 
Undergraduate 
Medical School 
Hospital Campus 

UHNS based medical school . 

UGMS 2 
Undergraduate 
Medical School Keele 
Campus  

David Weatherall Building  

UHNS 
University Hospital 
North Staffordshire 

Hospital based in Stoke on Trent/ Newcastle Under 
Lyme 
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ULTC 
University Learning 
and Teaching 
Committee 

ULTC receives all matters concerning the 
management of, and support for, the development 
and delivery of the University’s educational 
programme. 

W 

WP 
Widening 
Participation 

Widening access and improving participation in higher 
education. Aims to raise the aspirations of 
disadvantaged pupils.  

 


